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I t was just a matter of time before one of 
the equipment manufacturers produced 
a diagnostic instrument that couples 
wavefront, topography and refraction into 

one unit. Nidek was the first to market with such 
a machine with their original OPD-Scan and they 
have further refined the technology with the 
newly released OPD-Scan II.  

Eye Institute is the first clinic in NZ to be using 
the new model. Dr Steve Mackey was the first to 
purchase the original OPD-Scan in 2004, and Eye 
Institute closely followed in 2005. 

Prior to the introduction of the Nidek OPD-
Scan II, a number of different instruments 
had to be used to acquire data on refraction, 
keratometry, corneal topography, pupillometry 
and wavefront aberrations.  In addition to 
this, the surgeon has to separately evaluate 
each of these clinical parameters, consolidate 
the information to aid in clinical diagnosis or 
treatment planning and the like. 

Dr Trevor Gray, of Eye Institute, uses the 
Nidek OPD-Scan II as a key part of almost every 
cataract surgery patient work-up. 

“I like how topography, keratometry, 
autorefraction, spherical aberration and 
aberrometry for both eyes can be clearly 
presented on one page,” Dr Gray explains. 
“This information is key for my planning of 
how to minimise post-operative astigmatism 
… it is also very convenient for both patient 
and examiner to have a single easy-to-use 
instrument perform all these measurements.”

Over 12 different maps can be displayed 
with the OPD-Scan II. One such map is the 
Internal OPD that plots the internal aberration 
components of the eye, such as lenticular 
astigmatism or shifted IOLs in pseudopakic 
eyes, something that was not available prior to 
the inception of the OPD-Scan.  

“The OPD-Scan II can also be very handy to 
quickly check the exact orientation of toric 
intra-ocular lenses with no need to dilate the 
pupil or struggle to see IOL alignment marks 
hidden behind the pupil or opaque anterior 

capsule,” said Dr Gray.
One of the main features of the OPD-Scan II is 

that it uses thousands of data points to provide 
these maps and it has a very wide measurement 
range. Because of its unique measurement 
method, it provides accurate and reliable data 
even in highly aberrated eyes.

While the OPD-Scan II has been very 
well regarded in refractive surgery, this 
multifunctional device also has application in 
many fields of ophthalmology. 

The OPD-Scan II can also be a very useful tool 
for patient education.

Tim Way of Ophthalmic Instrument 
Company (OIC), that distributes Nidek 
equipment in New Zealand, said the functions 
of the OPD-Scan II assists surgeons in 
diagnosing corneal/optical problems and 
identifying the optimal treatments. �O

Drs Nick Mantell and Trevor Gray with the new Nidek 
OPD-Scan II

New frontier in optics diagnosis

Dr David Kent is 
the first recipient 
in the Asia Pacific 
region to be 

awarded the ‘Bausch + 
Lomb Centre of Excellence’ 
award for his work 
implanting the Crystalens 
accommodating intraocular 
lens.  

In presenting the award 
to Dr Kent and his team at 
Fendalton Eye Clinic, Shaun 
Anderson, Commercial 
Manager, Surgical, Bausch 
+ Lomb Australasia said the 
Award of Excellence was in 
recognition for his excellent 
work with Crystalens 
and for his part in the 
international study of the 
new Crystalens AO.

The Crystalens is an 
accommodating intraocular 
lens, mimicking the 
functionality of the natural 
crystalline lens of the eye.

“Crystalens has now 
become an integral part of 
a cataract and refractive 
practice,” said Dr Kent. 
“After more than 10 years 
of using various types 
of multifocal IOLs I have 
now switched to using the 
Crystalens as my premium 
lens of choice when a 
patient wants maximum 
spectacle independence. 
The major advantages 
that I have seen with the 
Crystalens compared to 
diffractive multifocal IOLs 
have been the superior 
quality of vision and the 
improved intermediate 
distance vision. Although 
the ability to read very small 
print is not as good as a 
diffractive multifocal IOL, I 
have found that most of my 
patients are not unhappy to 
wear weak reading glasses 

to see small print when 
needed. The reduction in 
complaints about night time 
halos, ghost images and lack 
of sharpness of vision have 
been the most important 
advantages.”

Ernest Smolej, Orthoptist 
and Clinical Co-ordinator 
at Fendalton Eye Clinic is 
amazed by the results that 
patients have been achieving 
with the Crystalens. 

“As a premium intraocular 
lens the work is both 
very demanding and very 
satisfying. These patients 
have high expectations 
and require lengthy 
discussion and informed 
consent.  It is imperative 
that the pre-operative 
workup and measurements 
are meticulous.  With 
investment in the best 
equipment, attention to 
every detail - pre-operatively, 
in surgery and post-
operatively - we are able to 

achieve the most predictable 
outcomes. Satisfying and 
delivering on patient’s 
expectations for maximal 
spectacle independence, is 
very gratifying,” he said.

Dr Kent inserted the first 
Crystalens accommodating 
intraocular lens in New 
Zealand in March 2009. 
Over the past year all of 
the results Dr Kent has 
attained with the Crystalens 
have been entered into 
the Surgivision Data Link 
outcomes reporting website. 
This has allowed continuous 
ongoing auditing of results 
as well as comparison with 
global outcomes. Richard 
Maton from Bausch + 
Lomb Surgical New Zealand 
said the Excellence Award 
“recognises the dedication 
of Dr Kent and his team 
in application of this new 
technology and the quality 
of outcomes reporting back 
to Bausch + Lomb.” �O 

Work with Crystalens wins recognition

A lot of cycling and fun was had by a well known 
group recently when the intrepid nine took on 
the challenge of the Otago Central Rail Trail, a 
four-day, 150-km cycle through the amazing, often 
wind blown, mountains and gorges encompassing 
some of New Zealand's most memorable scenery 
and awe-inspiring gold mining history.

Above: The Middlemarch police finally caught 
up with Philip Polkinghorne who had left his 
wristwatch at the previous night’s lodging.
Left: (from left) Peter and Alison Ring, Jane 
McGhee, Philip Polkinghorne, Charles McGhee, 
Wendy Hadden, Colin and Paula Green, and Bruce 
Hadden getting ready to set out on a day’s cycling

What a way to finish the summer

Seven of the Carlisle Mason 
stores located in Mt Roskill, 
Onehunga, Whangaparaoa, 
Botany, Mt Wellington, Katikati 
and Thames have been 
rebranded Budget Eyewear and 
the balance, being Tauranga, 
St Heliers and Remuera, have 
become OPSM stores.

Luxottica has 8,500 
employees in the region – with 
more than 435 people working 
for the company in New 
Zealand. It continues to invest 
in its New Zealand business 
with between 25 and 27 
partial or full refurbishments 
happening.

“We are investing not only in 
new stores but refurbishing the 
existing network, upgrading it 
and making it more compelling 

and interactive for our 
customers. I believe 2010 will 
be a fantastic year for all three 
brands in NZ,” he said.

Asked how retail business 
was going, Mr Beer said it is 
‘modest at this point in time’. 

“Business is slowly turning 
around, showing strong 
positive signs of recovery, 
and our investments are well 
timed and placed to benefit 
the NZ consumers and our 
organisation. All the signs 
we are seeing from Australia 
and NZ, is that people are 
moving back into premium 
luxury goods and we are well 
placed to benefit from that in 
our OPSM and Sunglass Hut 
businesses. 

“At the same time there 

is a segment of the market 
that wants good value 
accompanied with good 
quality and service. Our 
research shows that our 
Budget Eyewear brand fills a 
niche in the NZ marketplace 
which has not been filled by 
anyone else at this point in 
time.”

Franchising is an facet of 
the business that Luxottica is 
committed to and focused on, 
particularly in New Zealand 
said Mr Beer.

“We've appointed a new 
Franchising Director, Peter 
Bailey, and are in the process 
of re-looking at this part of 
the business in light of what 
people are looking for in a 
franchise,” he said. �O

Dr David Kent with some of the Fendalton Eye Clinic staff. From 
left: Belinda Newsom (Optometrist), Ernest Smolej (Orthoptist – 
Clinical Co-ordinator), Karen Hooper (Patient Relations), Dr David 
Kent, Kathryn Martin (Office Manager), Gabrielle Eaton (RN, Clinical 
Assistant) and Carol Kennedy (Patient Relations)

Luxottica makes purchase boosting number of stores
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